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“No mon ami,
You can’t catch me!
Fm the King Cake Baby!”

THE KING CABRABYText © 2015 by Keila V. Dawson lllustrations
© by Vernon Smith; PelicaPublishing Company, Inc.
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Hiding a plastic baby inside of a king cake is one of many

colorful and fun customs prhMadii ced
Gras season. And with every slice of king cake served, people
want to know, OWho got the baby?5do

The King Cake Baby is a New Orleans adaptation of  The

Gingerbread Man . In this retelling, the plastic baby runs away

from an old woman before he is hidden inside a king cake. The

Baby meets other characters in his French Quarter

neighborhood and runs away from them too,unt i | heds ¢
by a clever baker. Because everyone knows, a king cake baby

belongs inside a king cake! Make your own king cake from the

recipe in the back of the book. Do

Bon appétit!
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Common Core Englidtanguage ArtStandards for Gr. 1

CCSS.EHAteracy. RL.1.2
Retellstories, including key details, and demonstrate understanding
of their central message or lesson.

CCSS.EHAteracy. RL.1.3
Describecharacters, settings, and major events in a story, using key
details.

CCSS.EHAteracy. RL.1.4
Identify words and phrases in stories or poems that suggest feelings
or appeal to the senses

CCSS.EHAteracy. RL.1.7
Use illustrations and details in a story to describe its characters,
setting, or events

CCSS.EHAteracy. RL.1.9

Compare and contrast the adventures and experiences of characters
in stories.
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Common Core Englidbanguage ArtStandarddor Gr.2

CCSS. Ellteracy. RL.2.1
Ask and answer such questions as who, what, where, when, why, and
how to demonstrate understanding of key details in a text.

CCSS.EHAteracy. RL.2.2
Recount stories, including fables and folktales from diverse cultures,
and determine their central message, lesson, or moral.

CCSS.EHAteracy. RL.2.4

Describe how words and phrases (e.g., regular beats, alliteration,
rhymes, repeated lines) supply rhythm and meaning in a story, poem,
or song.

CCSS.EbtAteracy. RL.2.6

Acknowledge differences in the points of view of characters,
including by speaking in a different voice for each character when
reading dialogue aloud.

CCSS.EbAeracy. RL.2.7

Use information gained from the illustrations and words in a print or
digital text to demonstrate understanding of its characters, setting,
or plot.

CCSS.EHAteracy. RL.2.9
Compare and contrast two or more versions of the same story (e.g.,
Cinderella stories) by different authors or from different cultures.
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Common Core EnglidtanguageArts Standards for G13

CCSS.EHAteracy. RL.3.2

Recount stories, including fables, folktales, and myths from diverse
cultures; determine the central message, lesson, or moral and
explain how it is conveyed through key details in the text.

CCSS.EHAteracy. RL.3.3

Describe characters in a story (e.g., their traits, motivations, or
feelings) and explain how their actions contribute to the sequence of
events

CCSS.EHAteracy. RL.3.4
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a
text, distinguishing literal from nonliteral language.

CCSS.EHAteracy. RL.3.5

Refer to parts of stories, dramas, and poems when writing or
speaking about a text, using terms such as chapter, scene, and
stanza; describe how each successive part builds on earlier sections.

CCSS.EHAteracy. RL.3.7

Explain how specific aspects of a text's illustrations contribute to
what is conveyed by the words in a story (e.g., create mood,
emphasize aspects of a character or setting)
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GLOSSARY

New Orleans:(hoo ORlunz noo ORlee-unz noo AW-linz) a city in the state
of Louisiana, former French and Spanish calony

king cake babya small plastic replica of a baby hidden inside a king cake.

t S2LX S glyd G2 G3SG¢é¢ GKS ol.oe 2N BA
king cakean oval cake decorated in Mardi Gras colors of purple (justice),
green (faith), and gold (powgr

Y A Yy 3 a ¢elelbate@ every January 6th, the first day of the carnival season
in Louisiana

Creole(KRE#®hI) spelled Créole in Frendbhouisiana Creols a culture and

a language created by people in the colony when multiple old world
cultures lived together in the new Louisiana territory during the French,
then Spanish colonial periods and continued after the American purchase.
Today, the culture is practiced and visible all over south Louisiana through
statewide celebrations, use of Louisiana French, Louisiana Creole &
Louisiana Spanish languages, architecture, food, music, traditions, festivals
and generajoie de vivre

ma chérie- (mah- SHA\fee) French word, feminine, used in the English root
FT2N) GKS 62NR GOKSNAaAKeéd aSlya Ye RS

French Quarter:the oldest neighborhood in New Orleans since the
founding of the city in 171§. 2 O £ & NBFSNJ 42 GKS |
Theoriginal name is Vieugarré(VOOcuh-RAY olyoocuh-RAY ) which is
CNBYyOK TF2BIpaz2f R &ljdzr NB

Mardi Gras (MAHdee-grawor MAW-dee-graw) French for Fat Tuesday, the

last day of the Carnival season. The length of the Carnival season varies, b#it
always ends the Tuesday before Ash Wednesday, the first day of Lent on th
Liturgical calendar of the Catholic Church

French Quarter cottagea small, single story creole style home.
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GLOSSARY (cont.)

monami: (mohnaa 9 90 CNBY OKZI YI &a0dz AySZ YSHYy
praline: (PRAHeen), a creole candy made with sugar, butter, cream and

pecans. Aoraliniere(prah-leenYAIR) in French is a woman who sells pralines
2y UKS A0GNBSI® HPBODEINRY.2 lzZ OB B A ¢ WINI ¢

How you doingdawlin': (DAWIyn) a localgreeting;example of
Ea2dzRINS M ¢ G KSNBE @26 St ®missidroafthEaNaid NS § |
finalé 3¢ &a2dzyRa Aa |faz 02YYz2y

Jackson Square NA A Y | £ f & AyfrlestpBisDARM) dOrifg theQ
French colonial period. The area, renamed Jackson Square after the Battle of
New Orleans, showcases equestrian statue of US President

AndrewJackson

Come with me by my housédew Orleans local lingo. Means to stop in, not to
literally pass by

Café du Monde(kah-FAY DO@nawnd famous café located in the French
Quarter neighborhood known for making the beignet (BEal), a deegried
French doughnut or fritter

Whereé Q kyui-AT) New Orleans local lingo, a traditional greeting and
O2y (i NJ O A 2y Qi grdndudcednith 2I-syllabI©sd

I Q $advié: (SAYla-vee) French expression often used in New Orleans, means
Gadz-OK Aa tATFSE Ay 9y3IfAak

Creole Queen Riverboa&in authentic paddlewheel riverboat in New Orleans
known for Mississippi River cruises, built to mimic the days of Mark Twain

Yeah, you righta statement of agreement. Sometimes spoken as one word
YEAHyouright.

Bon appétit:(BAWna-PAY(i S S 0 Al @ ' R
your meal in English.
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The Gingerbread Man Story Map
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What celebrations
are king cakes
made for?

What dialogue
shows this story is
about Louisiana
French Creole
culture?

What would you do
If you ran into the
King Cake Baby?
How would get him
to come with you?
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(\’A Reader Response ﬁ'ﬁ
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Who do you think
had the best
chance of catching
the King Cake
Baby and why?

Did the King Cake
Baby make the right
choice to get into

t he baker o
Why or why not?

o
-

What do you think

the King Cake Baby
woul d do i|f he didnot
get caught?

\_
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Louisiana Creole Characters Analysis
Using the illustrations, draw a line between the character and inferences.

Praline lady Cel ebrates King

Waiter Makes and sells king cakes

Enjoys Mardi Gras music and

King Cake Baby dancing

Old woman Serves beignets

Makes and sells candy made
Baker of sugar, cream, and pecans

Doesnot want tlo

Old man inside of a king cake
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Louisiana Creole Character Analysis

Select one of the six characters in the book.

Recall one of their actions, something the character did.

T hi nk ,didth&kharacter do that? 6

Return to the book to find the page, text and/or illustration that tells about
or shows the action. Fill in the table below.

hwn R

Characters: old woman, old man, King Cake Baby, praline lady, waiter, baker

Character | Character Action: Character Motivation: Write the exact text,
What did they do? Why did they do that? dialogue, or describe the

illustration that shows your
reasoning.
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