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The King Cake Baby 
  

Hiding a plastic baby inside of a king cake is one of many 

colorful and fun customs practiced during Louisianaõs Mardi 

Gras season. And with every slice of king cake served, people 

want to know, òWho got the baby?ó 

 

The King Cake Baby is a New Orleans adaptation of The 

Gingerbread Man . In this retelling, the plastic baby runs away 

from an old woman before he is hidden inside a king cake. The 

Baby meets other characters in his French Quarter 

neighborhood and runs away from them too, until heõs caught 

by a clever baker. Because everyone knows, a king cake baby 

belongs inside a king cake! Make your own king cake from the 

recipe in the back of the book. Donõt forget the baby.  

 

Bon appétit!  
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Common Core English Language Arts Standards for Gr. 1 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy. RL.1.2  
Retell stories, including key details, and demonstrate understanding 
of their central message or lesson.  
 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy. RL.1.3  
Describe characters, settings, and major events in a story, using key 
details.  
 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy. RL.1.4  
Identify words and phrases in stories or poems that suggest feelings 
or appeal to the senses. 
 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy. RL.1.7 
Use illustrations and details in a story to describe its characters, 
setting, or events. 
 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy. RL.1.9 
Compare and contrast the adventures and experiences of characters 
in stories. 



 
 
 
 

                  

Common Core English Language Arts Standards for Gr. 2 
   

CCSS. ELA-Literacy. RL.2.1 
Ask and answer such questions as who, what, where, when, why, and 
how to demonstrate understanding of key details in a text.  
 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy. RL.2.2 
Recount stories, including fables and folktales from diverse cultures, 
and determine their central message, lesson, or moral.  
 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy. RL.2.4 
Describe how words and phrases (e.g., regular beats, alliteration, 
rhymes, repeated lines) supply rhythm and meaning in a story, poem, 
or song. 
 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy. RL.2.6 
Acknowledge differences in the points of view of characters, 
including by speaking in a different voice for each character when 
reading dialogue aloud. 
 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy. RL.2.7 
Use information gained from the illustrations and words in a print or 
digital text to demonstrate understanding of its characters, setting, 
or plot. 
  
CCSS.ELA-Literacy. RL.2.9 
Compare and contrast two or more versions of the same story (e.g., 
Cinderella stories) by different authors or from different cultures.  



 
 
 
 

                  

Common Core English Language Arts Standards for Gr. 3 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy. RL.3.2 
Recount stories, including fables, folktales, and myths from diverse 
cultures; determine the central message, lesson, or moral and 
explain how it is conveyed through key details in the text. 
 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy. RL.3.3 
Describe characters in a story (e.g., their traits, motivations, or 
feelings) and explain how their actions contribute to the sequence of 
events 
 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy. RL.3.4 
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a 
text, distinguishing literal from nonliteral language. 
 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy. RL.3.5 
Refer to parts of stories, dramas, and poems when writing or 
speaking about a text, using terms such as chapter, scene, and 
stanza; describe how each successive part builds on earlier sections. 
 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy. RL.3.7 
Explain how specific aspects of a text's illustrations contribute to 
what is conveyed by the words in a story (e.g., create mood, 
emphasize aspects of a character or setting) 



New Orleans: (noo OR-lunz, noo OR-lee-unz, noo AW-linz) a city in the state 
of Louisiana, former French and Spanish colony. 
 

king cake baby: a small plastic replica of a baby hidden inside a king cake. 
tŜƻǇƭŜ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ άƎŜǘέ ǘƘŜ ōŀōȅ ƻǊ ŦƛƴŘ ƛǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇƛŜŎŜ ƻŦ ƪƛƴƎ ŎŀƪŜ. 
 

king cake: an oval cake decorated in Mardi Gras colors of purple (justice), 
green (faith), and gold (power). 
 

YƛƴƎǎΩ 5ŀȅ: celebrated every January 6th, the first day of the carnival season 
in Louisiana. 
 

Creole (KREE-ohl) spelled Créole in French. Louisiana Creole is a culture and 
a language created by people in the colony when multiple old world 
cultures lived together in the new Louisiana territory during the French, 
then Spanish colonial periods and continued after the American purchase. 
Today, the culture is practiced and visible all over south Louisiana through 
statewide celebrations, use of Louisiana French, Louisiana Creole & 
Louisiana Spanish languages, architecture, food, music, traditions, festivals, 
and general joie de vivre. 
 

ma chérie- (mah- SHAY-ree) French word, feminine, used in the English root 
ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ άŎƘŜǊƛǎƘέΦ aŜŀƴǎ Ƴȅ ŘŜŀǊ ƻǊ Ƴȅ ŘŀǊƭƛƴƎ. 
 

French Quarter:  the oldest neighborhood in New Orleans since the 
founding of the city in 1718. [ƻŎŀƭǎ ǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ άvǳŀǊǘŜǊέΦ 
The original name is Vieux Carré (VOO cuh-RAY or Vyoo cuh-RAY ) which is 
CǊŜƴŎƘ ŦƻǊ άƻƭŘ ǎǉǳŀǊŜέΦ 
 

Mardi Gras: (MAH-dee-graw or MAW-dee-graw) French for Fat Tuesday, the 
last day of the Carnival season. The length of the Carnival season varies, but 
always ends the Tuesday before Ash Wednesday, the first day of Lent on the 
Liturgical calendar of the Catholic Church. 
 

French Quarter cottage: a small, single story creole style home. 
 

 

 

 

 

GLOSSARY  



GLOSSARY (cont.)  

mon ami: (mohn a-a99ύ CǊŜƴŎƘΣ ƳŀǎŎǳƭƛƴŜΣ ƳŜŀƴǎ άƳȅ ŦǊƛŜƴŘΩΩ ƛƴ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘΦ 
praline: (PRAH-leen), a creole candy made with sugar, butter, cream and 
pecans. A pralinière (prah-leen-YAIR) in French is a woman who sells pralines 
ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊŜŜǘΦ bƻǘ ǇǊƻƴƻǳƴŎŜŘ άǇǊŀȅ-[99bέ ƛƴ [ƻǳƛǎƛŀƴŀ. 
 

How you doing dawlin': (DAW-lyn) a local greeting; example of 
έǎƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ ŘǊŀǿƭέ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǾƻǿŜƭǎ ǎƻǳƴŘǎ ŀǊŜ ǇǊƻƭƻƴƎŜŘΦ Omission of the έǊέ and 
final έƎέ ǎƻǳƴŘǎ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ. 
 

Jackson Square: ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭƭȅ ƴŀƳŜŘ tƭŀŎŜ ŘΩ Armes (plahs-DARM) during the 
French colonial period. The area, renamed Jackson Square after the Battle of 
New Orleans, showcases  an equestrian statue of US President 
Andrew Jackson. 
 

Come with me by my house: New Orleans local lingo. Means to stop in, not to 
literally pass by. 
 

Café du Monde: (kah-FAY DOO-mawnd) famous café located in the French 
Quarter neighborhood known for making the beignet (BEN-yay), a deep-fried 
French doughnut or fritter. 
 

Where ȅΩŀǘ: (yuh-AT) New Orleans local lingo, a traditional greeting and 
ŎƻƴǘǊŀŎǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ άȅƻǳ ŀǘΩΩΦ ¸Ωŀǘ is pronounced with 2 syllables. 
 

/ΩŜǎǘ la vie: (SAY- la-vee) French expression often used in New Orleans, means 
άǎǳŎƘ ƛǎ ƭƛŦŜέ ƛƴ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ. 
 

Creole Queen Riverboat: an authentic paddlewheel riverboat in New Orleans 
known for Mississippi River cruises, built to mimic the days of Mark Twain. 
 

Yeah, you right: a statement of agreement. Sometimes spoken as one word ς 
YEAH-you-right. 
 

Bon appétit: (BAW na-PAY-ǘŜŜύ CǊŜƴŎƘ ǎŀȅƛƴƎΣ άƎƻƻŘ ŀǇǇŜǘƛǘŜΩΩΣ ƳŜŀƴǎ ŜƴƧƻȅ 
your meal in English. 
 

 

. 

 

 



      The Gingerbread Man Story Map  
 



The King Cake Baby Story Map  
 



What celebrations 

are king cakes 

made for?  

What dialogue 

shows this story is 

about Louisiana 

French Creole 

culture?  

What would you do 

if you ran into the 

King Cake Baby? 

How would get him 

to come with you?  



What do you think 

the King Cake Baby 

would do if he didnôt 

get caught?  

 

Who do you think 

had the best 

chance of catching 

the King Cake 

Baby and why?  

Did the King Cake 

Baby make the right 

choice to get into 

the bakerôs truck? 

Why or why not?  



 Louisiana Creole Characters Analysis 

Using the illustrations, draw a line between the character and inferences. 
 

Praline lady 

 Waiter 

 Old woman 

Old man 

Baker 

Makes and sells king cakes  

Enjoys Mardi Gras music and 

dancing  

Makes and sells candy made 

of sugar, cream, and pecans 

 

Serves beignets 

 

 King Cake Baby 

Doesnôt want to be hidden 

inside of a king cake 

Celebrates Kingsô Day  



Louisiana Creole Character Analysis  
 

1. Select one of the six characters in the book.  

2. Recall one of their actions, something the character did.  

3. Think, óWhy did the character do that?ô 

4. Return to the book to find the page, text and/or illustration that tells about 

or shows the action. Fill in the table below. 

 
       Characters: old woman, old man, King Cake Baby, praline lady, waiter, baker 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Character  Character Action:  

What did they do? 

Page  Character Motivation:  

Why did they do that? 

Write the exact text, 

dialogue, or describe the 

illustration that shows your 

reasoning. 

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

      

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

      

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

      

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

      

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

      

  

  

  

  

 

 

  

      



Predict what happened in The King Cake Baby based on what you 
know about the story of The Gingerbread Man.    

 I knew in The King Cake BabyΧ      Because in The Gingerbread ManΧ 

When the woman 
went to get the King 
Cake Baby, he would 
run away.  

The King Cake Baby 
would be chased. 


